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BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS  
FOR BENTON COUNTY 

STATE OF WASHINGTON 
 
      IN THE MATTER OF THE DECLARATION  ) 
       ) EMERGENCY DECLARATION 
    OF A    ) 
       ) No. __2007-01___ 
  FIRE EMERGENCY   ) 
                                                                           ) 
 
WHEREAS, Benton County has been notified of an emergency event impacting Benton County; and  
 
WHEREAS, The fire emergency requires the implementation of emergency protective actions to 

protect the property, health and welfare of the citizens of Benton County; and 
 
WHEREAS, The emergency response resources of Benton County will not be sufficient to meet the 

requirements of a prolonged response to the fire emergency; and 
 
WHEREAS, The emergency event may require the evacuation of citizens living and working in the 

area affected by the fire emergency; and   
 
WHEREAS, The emergency requires the use of the Statutory emergency powers granted pursuant to  

RCW 36.40.180 and 38.52.070; now therefore, 
 
IT IS HEREBY DECLARED AND RESOLVED BY THE BOARDS OF COMMISSIONERS FOR 
BENTON COUNTY: 
 
1) That Fire Emergency exists within or near Benton County and that such Emergency is declared to 

have commenced as of 11:00 A.M. O'clock  on the 13th day of July, 2007. 
 
2) That all Departments and Offices of Benton County are authorized to enter into contracts and 

obligations necessary to respond to the declared emergency to protect the health, welfare and 
property of the citizens of Benton County and to provide the citizens with emergency assistance. 

 
3) That because of the impending Fire Emergency, all Departments and Offices of Benton County 

are authorized to use emergency purchasing procedures without regard to time, consuming 
procedures and formalities required by law for non-emergency purchases of goods and services, 
except those mandated by Constitutional requirements. 
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4) That the following request for assistance is made to the Governor of the State of Washington: 
 
 A) Assignment of a State Emergency Management Liaison to the Emergency Operations 

Center. 
 
 B) That additional requests for Washington State Resources be considered and granted when 

made. 
 
5) A copy of this declaration shall be as effective as an original. 
 
DATED THIS 13th DAY OF July, 2007, at 5 :30 P.M. O'clock. 
 
FOR BENTON COUNTY, STATE OF WASHINGTON 
 
 
______________________________  
Max Benitz 
County Commissioner for  
Benton County 
 
 


